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AN ACT, to incorporate the town of Washington in 
Adams county. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Re- 
nresentatives of the state of Mississippi in General 
Assembly convened, That the freeholders, and 
householders of the town of Washington, be, 
and they are hereby, constituted a body cor- 
porate, and the freeholders and householders’ 
aforesaid. shall meet at some convenient place 
in said town on the first Monday in March 
next, and elect by ballot, five persons as Trus- 
tees thereof, one assessor and collector, one 
treasurer and a town Constable, who shall 
continue in office one year, and the Trustees 
to elected, shall appoint one of their number 
as president thereof; may pass all ordinances, 
direct the tine and manner of electing their 
officers, and do all other things necessary for 
the good order and government of said town, 
nol repugnant to the laws and constitution of 
the state, and levy a tax not exceeding the sum 
of twenty-five cents, on every hundred dollars 
ofthe value of property within the limits ol 
saul town. 
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Sec. 2. And be it [Pither enacted, That from 
‘and after the passate of this act, the town of 
Washington shall be comprised within the fol- 
lowing limits, (to wit:) bounded on the north 
and south, by lines running paralel to Main 
strect; on the west by a ling running at right 
angles with the course of the street aforesaid, 
and passing 100 feet ta the west of Samuel 
Martin’s house, at the western extremity of the 
town of Washington, and oh the east by a line 
parallel to, and distant one mile from, the said 
western boundary, forming a parallelogram of 
one mile in length, and three-fourths of a mile 
in width; the position of the northern and 
southern boundaries, as regards their distance 
from the centro of the street aforesaid, to be 
established by a survey to be made under the 
direction of the president and trustees of said 
town; and the botindaries when so established 
shall be permanent untess changed by law. 

sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all 
persons owning taxable property within the 
limits aforesaid, and residing without the same, 
aud not represented by a tenant, shall be en- 
tilled to vote for trustees and town officers, 
and it shall be the duty of any justice of the 
peace commissioned in and for the county of 
Adams, and residing within the town of Wash- 
ington, to take cognizance ofall cases arising 
under the ordinances established by the, trus- 
tees of said town, and to cause the same to be 
executed, 
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Sec. $. And be it further. enacted, That the 
trustees shall have power t use and apply, all 
taxes or labour accruing from the inhabitants 
or property, within the limits of said town, un- 
der the provisions of an act, entitled “An act 
concerning public roads in Adams county,” to 
the opening and repairing of all streets and 
roads within the limits aforesaid. 

COWLES MEAD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
GIRARD C. BRANDON, 
Lieutenant Governor and President of the Senate. 
Jpproved: February 2nd, 1825. 


WALTER LEAKE. 
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AN ORDINANCE, to provide for the repairs of the 
streets and highways within the corporate limits of the 
town of Washington. 


Be it ordained by the President and Trustees of 
the town af Washington in meeting convened, That 
a suitable person shall be appointed by the 
Trustees, Supervisor of the streets and public 
roads within the corporate limits of the town of 
Washington. who shall receive as a compénsa- 
tion for his services, the sum of two dollars for 
every day he shall be necessarily employed. 

Sec. 2. And be it further ordained, That it 
shall be the duty of the said Supervisor. to 
cause the streets and public roads within the 
limits of the corporation, to be put in complete 
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repair, to which end, he shall fromNtime to ) 
time, call upon all persons liable to furnish of | 


perform labour within the limits of the corpo- 
ration, to furnish their respective quotas, a- 
grecably to the provisions ofan act of the Le- 
gislature of this State, entitled “An act con: 


| 


| 
| 


| 


. ’ . \ 
ecrning Public Roads in Adams county,” pass- | 


ed the 2ist of January, 1823. 

Sec. 3. And be it further ordained, That the 
said Supervisor be, and he is hereby, authoriz- 
ed to commute the labour, whith any person 
may be liable to furnish or perform, by receiv- 


ing at the rate of one dollar for each days la- | 


| 
| 
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| 
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bour, and the said Supervisor shall apply thes | 


money so received to the repairs of the roads 
and streets; and it shall be the duty ofthe said 
Supervisor, toaccount to the Trustees quar- 
ter yearly or oftener if required. 

Sec. &. And be et further ordained, That there 
shall be appointed a committee, consisting ot 
three members, to be called a road committee, 
whose duty it shall be to superintend and di- 
rect the manner in which the roads and streets 
within the corporate limits shall be worked 
upon and repaired. 


Ordained and published, this I9th day 
of March, 1825. 


JO. DUNBAR, 


ATTEST, President of the Trustees. 


PERRY NUGENT, Town Clerk. 
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AN ORDINANCE: providing for the assessment and 
collection of a tax within the town of Washington, 
and prescribing the duties of Assessor and collector. _ 


Be it ordained by the President dnd Trustees of 
the town of Washington in meeting convened, That 
the Assessor, elected for the town of Wash- 
ington, shall, before he enters dpon the duties 
of his office, take and subscribe before some 
justice of the peace within said town, the 
following oath or affirmation, which shall be 
filed with the town clerk : “I A.B. do swear 
ora (as the case may be) that 1 will faith- 
fully and @iligently execute the duties of As- 

essor, for the town of Washington, agreeably 
to the ordinance or ordinances of the Tee 
of said town without fraud or partiality, so 
help me God.” Anq ifthe said Assessor shall 

attempt to make any assessment or valuation 

of any property, or perform any other act in 

relation to his said office, without having pre- 

viously taken and subscribed such oath or af- 

firmation, all such acts shall be void, and he 

shall forfeit, and pay, to the use of the town, 

for every such offence, the sum of ten dollars 

with costs of suit, to be recovered before any 
Justice of the peace within the limits of the 

town. i 

Sec. 2. And be it further ordained, That it 
shall be the duty ofsaid Assessortocall upon all 
persons within the limits of the town of Wash- 
ington who own or may be in possession of any 
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property liable to taxatiom either in their 
own right orin trust as agents for any other 
person, to render an account of such property, 
and if any person -hall neglect or refuse to 
give an account of property which he, she, or 
they may so own or possess, it shall be the du- 
ty of the said Assessor to resort to the best 
means in his power of ascertaining and assess- 
ing the same; and it shall also be the duty of 
the said Assessor to-ascertain, and assess, all 
property of non-residents, liable to taxation, 
not represented. 

Sec. 8. And be it further ordaineg, Phat ii 
shall be the duty of the Assessor to commend 
making the assesment required by this ordi- 
nance, as soon as practicable, after the first 
day of April ensuing, to make ‘triplicate lists 
thereof; one for his own use as collector, one 
for the treasurer, and the other for the use of 
the trustees; which shall be furnished on or 
before the first day of May next. 

Sec. 4. And be hae orduined, ‘That al] 
lands and lots within the corporate limits of 
the town, shall be assessed at a just and equi- 
table cash valuation, including the value c 
any houses or other improvements thereon. 

Sec. 5. And be at further ordained, That the 
said Assessor shall include, in his asses: ment 
lists all negro slaves, all pleasurable car- 
riages, and the stock in trade of all merchants, 
traders, and dealers cither in dry goods or 
groceries, within the limits of the corporation: 


R ~ g r 
The slavesand “pleasurable. carriagés to’ be! 


ngsessed at a fair-andequitable cash-valuatign: - 


The stock in trade. to be given in*-upon -oath 
or affirmation-by the merchant or- dealer, ac- 
cording to the'best’of:his judgment; and alk 
property subject ‘to‘assessment ‘and. taxation 
shall be assessed; in-referenze to possebsion; or 


the first of April-of: the present year; andthe. 


said Absessor shall be allowed; as a compen- 
satior for his services in making. the - ass@ss- 
ment and returfing assessment: lists, the: sum’ 


_ of fifteen: dollars. : 


Sec. 6. And be it further ordained, That the 
collector efected for the town of Washington, 
beforé he shall enter upon the duties‘of his‘of 


fice, shalt give bond, payable to the President. 


and Trustees of the town of Washington, -and 
their successors iir office, in- the .penal sum of 
four hundred dollars, with’ such’surety as shall 
be approved by the President, conditioned for 
the faithful performance of the dutics of his 
oflice. 


there shall be levied, for the services of the 
year, ending on the first Monday in March, 
1826, on every hundred dollars valuation of 
property, to be assessed as aforesaid, the sum 
oftwelve and one halfcents =. 

Sec. 8. And be ıt further ordained, ‘That.the 
collector aforesaid shail proceed, immediately 
after the first day of May next, to collect the 


tax levied and assessed by this ordinance ; and . 


Sec. 7. And be it further. ordained, That 


a 4Q ; 
if any person chargeablewithgaid tagshall negt: 
lect or refuse to pay the same, the saidcollector:: 
shall, at any time after the first day of June next, 
place-the account of every such person in the’, 
bands of any justice of the peace within the’, 
town, whose duty it shall be to issue a citation’: 
or warrant and proceed against every such de; , 
linquent as in cages of other debts ; Provided,- 
That no property, real or personal, of any re» 
ligigus or charitable society, or of any literary , 
institution shall be chargeable with any tax,, 
any thing in this ordinance to the contrary” 
notwithstanding. i 

Sec. 9. "And? be wf furthér ordained, That it. 
shall be the duty of the said collector, to make 
his collections and settle and pay the whole: 
amount thereof into the hands of the Treasuer, 
gn.or before the fourth day of July tiext. 

Sec. 10. And be tt further ordained, That 
the said collector shall receive ag a compen- 
sation for his services, ten percent. on amount 
of monies collected and paid over. 

Ordained and published, this 25th day of 


Marah, 1825, 
JO. DUNBAR 
President of the Trustecs, _ 


ATTEST, : 
PERRY NUGENT, Town Clerk. 
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AN ORDINANCE, to-define the dutiés of the Treasurer 
of the town of Washington, and for other purposes. 


Be it ordamed by the President and’ Trustees. of 
the town of Washington in. meeting convened, That 
it shall be the duty of the Treasurer, élected 
for the town'of Washington, -to keep a-hook in 
which he shall charge himself with-all sums of 
money which he may receive at any time, du- 
ring his continuance in office, for and on ac- 

‘ount of the saidtowh; and for all moneys’ so 

eceived he shall give, to the pefsons. paying 

he same, a receipt specifying the: sum receiv- 
ed and the purpose for which the same-is-paid, 
whether for taxes, fines, forfeitures, or other- 
wise; And the said treasurer shall, in the 
same account, enter to his credit all sums of 
money avhich he may from time to time pay out 
on warrants‘drawn upon him by the President 
of the Trustees. 

Sec. 2.» And be it further ordained, That no 
money shall be drawn out of the treasury, but 
by appropriation made by Ordinance or Reso- 
lution, and on warrants signed by the Presi- 


` dent and attested by the clerk. 
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`’ Sec. 3. And be if further ordained, ‘That it 
shall be the duty ‘of the said Treasurer to make 
a report tothe Trustees’ twice in each year, 


‘that is to say, on'the-last Mofidays in Angiist 


and February, which report shall exhibit ip 
detail the receipts and disbursements, accom- 
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panied by the necessary vouchersp and shall 
also, state. the balance in the-treasury on the 
last preceding report. | : 
Sec. 4. And be it further ordained, That befor 
entering upon the digfies ‘of his office, the said 
treasurer shall enter‘into bond payable to the 
‘President and ‘Trustees and their successors 
in office, in the penal sum of four hundred dél- 
lars, with such ‘surety as shall be approved 
by the President, condjtioned forthe faithful 
performance of the ‘duties ofhis office, and to 
account for and pay aver âll sums ‘which’shall 
come into his hands as treasurer. * 
Ordained and published ‘this twenty-sixth 
day of March, one thousand eight hundred and 


twenty-five, 
JO. DUNBAR, 
ATTEST, ` . President-of the Trustees, 
PERRY NUGENT, ‘Fown Clerk. 
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AN ORDINANCE, concerning nuisances, ‘dnd prescrib- 
__ itig the duties ‘of Town Constable. 


Be it ordasned by the:President and Trustees of 
the town of Washington in meeting convened, 'That 
if any, pérson shall, after the passage- of ‘this, 
ordinance, deposite, or cause to‘be deposited, 
any carrion or Car¢ase.of any animal, which 
may -become putrid or offensive, or other 
offensive matter, in any street or lot within, the 
‘town of Washington, or in any well, cistern, 
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fountain, or spring of water, or within the’ dt» 


‘tance of four hundred yards of ‘the habitation | 


-of any person residing within the ‘limits of the 
‘town, or of any street or public highway, shall, 
be deemed guilty of a nuisance, and’shall for- 
‘feit and pay for every such offence; not less 
than one nor exceedistg ten dollars: _.And, if 
any person found guilty of any., of the above 
offences, shallinot remove, or cause to -be ge- 
moved, the nuisance so complained of, imme- 
diately on béing-notifiéd by the town Consta- 


~ ble so to do, ‘it shall be the ‘duty of ‘the-said, - 


Constable (o-cause.the same to be removed at 
-thé expense of the party. offending, allowing to 
the person who-may ‘be employed to remove 
the same, double the:price of ordinary labour. 


Sec. 2. And be itfurther ordained, Thatifthe + 


carcase of any animal, which either is.or, may: 

become. offensive, shall be found, within the- 
limits of the town, and witbin the distance of 
four hundred yards of any inhabited ‘house; or | 
of any. street.or-public, high-way «within said: 


limits, the person or persons. who may have,” 
last possessed or had the cage of such carcase: 


or animal, shallbe deemed guilty, ofa nuisance, 

and unless he, she, or they, shall cemove.it bes. 
fore being convicted: theteof-shalk forfeit and. 
pay the, súm; of five dollara, together, with the, 


costs of removing; the same, as iR provided for: , 


cases arising under the. first section, of tbis: or 
dipange, ooo 5O N 
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Sec. 3 And be it further ordained, That any 
person who shall wantonly or carelessly throw 
or'drop any fire brand,-or other ignited sub- 
stance, by which there may he danger of burn- 


ing any house, fence, or-other property within. | 


the town, or who.shall fire any gun or pistol 
within the distance of four hundred yards of 


any dwelling within said town, except for law- ` 


ful purposes, shall en conviction of any such 
offence, forfeit and pay the sum of five dollars. 
Sec. 4. And-be it further ordained, That any 


person who shall suffer any fire wood; materi-, 


als for building, or other matter, which may in 


any manner obstruct the passage of any pers” 


son, Carriage, waggon, or other vehicle, for the 
conveyance of persons or goods, to remain in 
any street or highway for more than ‘forty-eight 
hours after being notified to remove the same, 
shall forfeit and pay five dollars: Provided, 
that materials for building shall be suffered to 
occupy one fourth part of the width’ of any 
street, adjacent to the place where such build- 
ing is to be erected, for aterm not exceeding 
three months ` 
Sec. 5. And be it further ordained, That it 
shall be the duty of any Justice of the peace 
within the limits of the town to take cognizance 
of all offences committed in violation of the 
provisions of this ordinance, and to enter his 
verdict or judgment, and issue execution as in 


other cases against every such offender, either ` 


upon the confession of the party or on due 
proof, 
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Dee, 6 And be it further ordained, That one g 
half of the fine imposed in every case under 


this ordinance shall go to the informer, and 


the other half be paid to the treasurer to and | 

for the use of jhe town, P 
Sec. 7. And be itfurther ordained, That all 
wells within the limits of the town left uncov- 
ered or.not enclosed, shall be deemed nuisan- 
ces, and shall be securely covered or enclosed 
by the town Constable, who shall charge the 

expense thereof to the. owners of the lots on. 
which such wells may ‘be found, to be collect- 


ed as other debts: Provided, that when from.-. - 


_ the absence of the owner ofany such tot, the 
‘»Constable.shall be. prevented from collecting. 
‘said charges, the same shall be paid out of 
the town treasury, and the property heid lia- ` 
ble for the reimbursement thereof. — >, 

~ Sec. 8. And be it further ordained, That itshall 
be the duty of the town Constable, at least 
once in every week, to inspeet the different 
parts. of the town, and give information to some 
Justice of the peace of all offences which may 
come to his knowledge, committed or suffered 
in violation of the ‘provisions of this, or any 
other ordinance of the Trustees, and also, of 
exery violation or infraction of the following 
statutes of this state, to wit: © An-act forthe 
suppression of vice; and punishing the dis- 
turbers of religions .worship and Sabbath 
breaking,” passed the 43th day of June, 18223 


Wetpecetabetotn nines Bel Moor 
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and 4 Än actto reduce into: one ihe several: 
acts concerning slaves, free’ negroes, and mu- 
lattoes,” passed the 18th day of June 1822, 
And.the acts amendatory of either of the afore- 
said Statutes. . 6 l 
See 9. And be it further ordained, That the’ 
town Constable shall be entitled to demand, 
and receive a8 a compensation for his services, 
the same fees to which constables are entitled 
for similar services under the laws of the. 
State. 
Ordained and published this twenty-third 
day of April, one thousand eight hundred and? 


twenty-five. | 
JO. DUNBAR, 
President of the Trustees: - 


ATTEST, 
PERRY NUGENT, Town Clerk. 


aminen 


ee 


AN ORDINANCE to establish Patrols- within the’ 
town of Washington. ` 


Be it ordained by the President and Trustees of 
- of the town of Washington in meling convened, 
That every owner of slaves, and all other per- 
sons‘below the rank of captain, liable to per- 
form military duty, are hereby. declared lia- 
ble to perform patrol duty, as hereinafter di- 
rected ; but shall ‘be at liberty to furnish a> 
substitute, to be approved of by the leader of 
ihe patrol: Jp ' 
Sec. 2. And bé ü further ordamed, That it 
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shall be the duty ofthe Fow Constable to re- 
gulate patroles within the lintits ofthe town ; 
he shall make a proper list of patrol detach- 
ments every three months, and appoint to each 
detachment a leader, who shall be a slave 
holder ; which detachment shall consist of five 
persons exclusive of the leader, and perform 
the duties of patrol at ‘least as often as twice 
in each week, forthe space of four weeks; 
Pyovided,. no one shalibe compelled to serve 
out of his regular routine of duty. 


f 


Sec. 3: And be i further ordained, That it | 


shall be the duty of the. Town Constable to 


give to each leader of patrols notice in writing > 


ofthe time for which heis appointed, with a 
list of the persons comprising bis detachment, 
which notice shall be given not more than ten 
days nor less than three days before his term 
of service commences. Two detachments 
shall be’ ordered for the same term, and shall 
perform’ duty alternately. 

Sec, £ And beit further ordained, That the 
leader ofeach patrol detachment shall give no» 
tice to the persons appointed under him of the 
time and place ofmecting to patrol, and eve- 
ry person failing to attend or furnish a substi- 
tute shalk forfeit and pay thé sum of two dol- 

ars, | 

Sec. 5, dnd be it further ordained. That it 
shal be the duty ofthe leader of each detach- 


ment of patrol to return all defaulters (not ` 


c2, 
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making to him a reasonable excuse) within’ 
three days, to some justice of the peace withiiy 
the town, who shall, at the expiration of threo 
days thereafter, issue his warrant, directed 
to the Town Constable, requiring suth default: 
er to appear before him, andin case such de: | 


* faulter shall not appear, it shall then be the 


duty of the said justice, on return of the ser. 
vices of the process, ahd proof of the service 
of the notiee required by the fourth section, to 
give judgment and issue execution against such 
defaulter; Provided, that in case a sullicient 
excuse be.made to said justice within five days 
alter default mad@, snid justice shall not issue 

recess; or if sufficient excuse be made at the 
nearing he shall, not give judgment but for 
costs; Provided, also; that if any defaulter 
shall, before’ return made, pay to the leader, 
for the-use of the town, two dollars, he shall 
not be returned, 

Sec. 6. And be further ordained, That the 
leaders of patrols for every neglect of duty 
shalt be subject to a fine of four dollars; and 


itis hereby made the duty of the Towa Con- | 


stable to returm the leaders of patrols who ne- 
glect their duty, to some justice of the peace 
within the town, who shall proceed as provided 
for in the fifthsection; andifthe said Town Con- 
stable shall at any time for the space of two 
weeks, knowingly neglect, or omit any of the 


duties required{by this ordinance, he shall fors- 
feit and pay the sum of ter dollars, to be re~ 
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covered before any justice of the peace with 
-in the town, eo 
_ See. Y. And bë it further ordained, That it 
shall be the duty of the patrol to diligently 
search, out, and examine every place suspect- 
ed of containing unlawful assemblies of slaves 
or other disorderly persons, and upon finding: | 
such, to take him, her, or them, if free, -beloré 
some justice of the peace within the town, or 
make report thereof to said justice, and if any 
slave or slaves shall be found so assembled 
or stroling without a pass or some token from 
his or her owner or overseer, the patrol may 
give such slave or slaves any number of lashes | 
not exceeding fifteen, and if there be reason 
to suspect any such slave or slaves to be rûn- 
‘away, they shall take such slave or slaves be- 
fore some justice within the town, to be dealé 
with according to law; and for all runaway ne- 
groes so taken up, the patrof taking them up, 
shall be entitled to receive six dollars, to be 
paid by the owner, and shall be entitled to re- 
ceive all other fines to which parties may be 
subject, whom they may bring before any, jus- 
tice aforesaid. 

Sec. 8. And be it Further ordained, That pa- 
irols, and all other persons, are hereby autho- 
rized to kill all dogs owned or kept by negroes; 
and all masters or owners of slaves, who may | 

‘allow them ‘to keep stock of any description, 
in bis or her owa right, shall be subject tom 
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fine of not ta ceding twenty dollars, to be re- 
covered before any justi¢e of the peace with- 
in the town. . oe B 

See. 9. And beit further ordained, That Tea- 
ders of patrols shall be accountable’ for the 
orderly conduct of their respective detach- > 
ments; Provided, that if they shall forthwith 
report any disorderly condict ot disobedience 
of any one of their detachments to some jus- 
tice of the peace within the town; they shall 
De no further dccountable, and if any patrol 
shall disobey his leader when on duty; or be- 
have disorderly, he shall be fined by the judg- 
ment ofa justice ‘of the peace, in a sum not 
exceeding ten dollars. 

Sec, 40. dad be it further ordained, That no 
slave or slaves, unless on lawful business, o- 
ther than those belonging to the town, shall be 
pormitted on Sabbath evenings, to remain 
within the limits of the town after sunset. 

Sec. 14 And be it further ordained, That all 
assemblies of: slaves, free negroes or mulat- 
' toes above the’ number of five, at'any place 
within the limits of the town, other thana 
meeting house or place of worship, conduct- 
ed by a white preacher, or attended by two’ 
respectable white persons authorized by some’ 
society, shall be deemed an unlawful assem- 
bly; Provided, nothing therein shall be so: 
construed as tw prevent slaves belongiiig to 
the same owner, or owners, from‘associating’ 
together on their owners premises, or slaves 
whilst at work, 
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Sec, 42. And be it further ordained, That al 
fines and forfeitures accruing. under this ordi- 
nance, not otherwise appropriated, shall be 


paid into the town treasury. | 
Ordained and published, this 23d day of 


a , JO. DUNBAR, 
ATTEST, President of the Trustees: 
PERRY NUGENT, Town Clerk. 
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AN ORDINANCE, toamend the “ Ordinance to prot’ 
vide for the repairs ofthe streets and high-ways, with. 
in the corporatelimits of the town of Washington. 


Be it ordained by the President and Trustees of 
the town of Washington in meeting convened, That | 
the Supervisor of streets and roads in the town: 
of Washington be, and he is hereby, required ` 
to return alldefaulters, (not paying to, him the 
eomnutation provided for in the ordinance to’ 
which this is an amendment) within eight days’ 
after default made; to some’ Justice of the’ 
peace within the town, who shall at the expira+ 
tion of two days thereafter, if no sufficient ex-" 
cuse be made, issue his warrant directed to the’ 
town. Constable, and on proof of such default: 
shall give judgment for the use of the town, 
charging two dollars for every days labor so‘ 
required, andnot performed, with costs: Pro- 
. vided, that if at the hearing, said defaulter shall 

make a reasonable excuse, said Justice shall: 
give judgment for costs-only, 
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Supervisor shall have reason to believe, shad 
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Sac, Q And bo a fordker ordained, Thatifihal 


any defaulter is about to remove from thd 
town, so that due process cannot be had, saidi 
Supervisor shall in such case return said de-i 
faulter without’delay,-and the Justice shall is-J 
sue forthwith. — | 
- Ordained and published this thirtieth day] 
of April, one, thousand” eight hundred and] 


iwenty-five. : 
JO. DUNBAR, | 
ATTEST, President of the Trustees, | 
PERRY NUGENT, Town Clerk. d 


